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B Redefinition of the Qaysariyyah Area in the Bazaar of
Kashan and the Formation of a New Urban Center in the
Second Half of the Qajar Period

Yasaman Safian
MA in Iranian Architectural Studies, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti

University

Hamidreza Jayhani
Associate Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti University

Seyed Mahmood Sadat Bidgoli
Associate Professor, Department of History of the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini and Islamic

Revolution Research Institute

The Qaysariyyah of Kashan was a magnificent bazaar built by the minister of Kashan
during the reign of Shah Abbas I. Not much of the bazaar remained by the end of the Qajar
period, but the name Qaysariyyah continued to be used to refer to an important area in the
middle of the Kashan Bazaar. The aim of the current study was to examine the process via
which the immediate surrounding area of the Qaysariyyah bazaar gained importance in the
second half of the Qajar period and to come up with a new definition for this area in the city
of Kashan. For this purpose, the study followed a historical approach upon searching for
evidence in primary sources. Accordingly, the obtained data were analyzed and the findings
were cross-compared. Subsequently, the characteristics and functions of the spaces within
the area and the activities of individuals associated with them were examined to determine
the position of these spaces in the city. The findings indicated that although the Qaysariyyah
Bazaar of Kashan failed to represent the grandeur of the Qajar period, the location of its
Charsou at the intersection of two main arteries of the city of Kashan raised the significance
of its immediate surroundings on a daily basis. In the second half of the Qajar period, the
Miyanchal Madrasa (seminary) was transformed into a religious, ritual, and social hub,
administered by prominent clerics belonging to the same family. With the construction
of three timchehs (small vaulted sections of the bazaar), the area was developed into an
important commercial center, especially for the exchange of textiles. The madrasa and the
timchehs opened onto the Miyanchal Bazaar and the Bazzazan Bazaar (the bazaar of textile
retailers and wholesalers); therefore, these arcades were larger and more orderly than the
others. As the junction of these two arcades was so crowded, three inscriptions containing
royal decrees and government orders were mounted there for public view. The function of
the Amin al-Dawla Timcheh was not limited to trade; this timcheh played the pivotal role of
aritual-organizing center, particularly for the Muharram rituals held and commended by the
people of Kashan. Thus, Qaysariyyah may no longer be considered a complex developed
by a single patron; rather, the interventions by individuals with different professions, ideas,
goals, and experiences in this area to achieve their own aims and the crucial role of these
interventions in the lives of the residents of Kashan have led to the redefinition of the
Qaysariyyah area and the formation of a new urban center in that environment.

Keywords: Qaysariyyah, Urban Center, Bazaar of Kashan, Amin al-Dowleh Timcheh,
Miyanchal Madrasa.
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