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Abstract

B Historiography of the Architecture of Masjed-e Jame’ (Grand
Mosque) of Amol and Its Relationship with the City in the
Early Centuries after the Hijrah

Zatollah Nikzad
Associate Professor, Recherche Institute Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT)

More than a century past the Islamic conquest of Persia, Tabaristan was annexed to
the Islamic Caliphate. During this period, various social and spatial changes occurred
in Iran’s major cities. Sheltered by the mountains of northern Iran and governed by
the Espahbadhich dynasty, Tabaristan remained relatively intact despite the conflicts,
however. Information on that epoch is mostly understood from the texts of historical
accounts, while very little is extracted from architectural and archaeological evidence.
Natural disasters as well as negative human interventions, and the adverse events of the
past in general, have disturbed the ancient evidence, especially in the plains and cities.
Meanwhile, little targeted and extensive research has been conducted on the region. The
City of Amol was the center of Tabaristan and one of its most important cities in both
ancient times and the early centuries after the Muslim conquest. Of the first endeavors
of the Caliph’s agents in Tabaristan was the foundation of the Jame’ Mosque (Grand
Mosque) in the middle of the second century AH. Therefore, it can be assumed that
Amol’s Grand Mosque is a turning point for the understanding of the transformation of a
Sassanid city into a post- Sassanid one. The present study aims to review the architectural
specifications of Amol’s Grand Mosque in the early centuries upon the Prophet’s Hijrah
and to explore its relationship with the city. To this end, the study adopts the interpretive-
historical research methodology, employing an interdisciplinary approach to facilitate
the understanding of the intertwined relationship between the Mosque and the City.
The sources available for study and analysis include historical geography books and
local historical accounts such as the History of Tabaristan. The findings of the study
indicate that the Grand Mosque most probably belonged to the category of pillared
Shabestan (prayer hall) with a courtyard in the middle, which was later transformed
through the construction of a maqstirah. For Amol, the starting point of the transition
from a Sassanid city to an Islamic one was the building of the Jame Mosque founded in
the inner texture of the city, which spread gradually to the other parts. Accordingly, the
bazaar was established with arcades around the Jame Mosque.

Keywords: Masjed-e Jame’ (Grand Mosque), City of Amol, Tabaristan, History of
Architecture, History of the City.
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