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B Differences between the Traditional and Modern Urban
Fabric of Zavareh Based on the “City Is Not a Tree” Theory:
A Comparison of Organic Urban Structure and Tree-Like
Structure

Ali Abdi
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Mona Azarnoush
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In recent decades, urban development, together with growing demographic and
functional demands, has significantly transformed the spatial and physical structure
of Zavareh. As one of the notable examples of traditional Iranian cities, Zavareh has
undergone a gradual transition from its historic fabric toward new, modern urban forms.
This process has changed spatial organization, land-use distribution, and patterns of
internal connectivity within the urban fabric. This article reviews the existing literature
and examines the fundamental differences between the spatial structure of Zavareh’s
traditional fabric and its contemporary urban fabric, based on Christopher Alexander’s
theory of “A City Is Not a Tree.” It also evaluates the implications of these differences
in the transition from the traditional city to the contemporary city. The study aims to
explain the spatial structure of the two types of urban fabric, identify traditional spatial
patterns, compare them with modern patterns, and propose strategies for incorporating
traditional elements into the planning of Zavareh’s new urban fabric. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on library studies and literature review.
The main findings from the reviewed sources indicate that the traditional fabric of
Zavareh has an organic semi-lattice structure characterized by overlapping functions
and high flexibility, which supports sustainability. By contrast, the modern urban fabric
follows a tree-like structure with segregated functions, leading to a loss of identity.
These differences reflect a transition from human-centered dynamism to isolationist
functionalism.

Keywords: Zavareh City, A City Is Not a Tree, Modernity, Semi-lattice Structure.
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