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B The Emergence of Tall Tower Windcatchers in the Skyline of
Qom City Based on Historical Illustrated Documents

Mohammad Rezai Nedoushan
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Yazd University

Windcatchers, as key climatic and symbolic elements, play a crucial role in shaping
the identity of the skyline in desert cities. Despite Qom’s rich architectural heritage,
the chronological and physical evolution of its tower-style windcatchers has remained
overlooked compared to cities like Yazd and Kashan. Consequently, many of these
elements have been destroyed during modern urban development. This study employs a
historical-interpretive approach and a case study strategy to reconstruct the emergence
and evolution of Qom’s tower windcatchers from the Safavid to the Pahlavi eras. To
this end, 68 Iranian and foreign travelogues were reviewed. By meticulously verifying
the dates of the authors’ presence in Qom, visual documents—including engravings,
paintings, and historical photographs—were analyzed using timeline and historical
calendaring techniques. Analysis of the documents reveals that during the early Safavid
period (the works of Olearius and Chardin), tall tower windcatchers were absent from
Qom’s skyline. The first signs of vertical elements resembling windcatchers appeared in
the late Safavid era (Bruyn, 1704). They reached their peak in diversity and frequency
during the Qajar period (the works of Flandin, Laurens, and Naseri-era photographers).
The findings indicate that tall windcatchers were primarily concentrated in the urban
fabric surrounding the Holy Shrine. At the same time, the older eastern sectors (Meidan-e
Kohneh) lacked these elements. This research demonstrates that tall tower windcatchers
in Qom are a relatively late phenomenon compared to the city’s primary core, emerging
in the late Safavid and stabilizing during the Qajar era. The innovation of this study
lies in providing a visual chronology of Qom’s skyline transformations, illustrating the
gradual decline of this element starting from the early Pahlavi era due to the introduction
of modern cooling systems and new urban street layout.

Keywords: Qom, Windcatcher, Safavid, Qajar, Pahlavi.
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