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Baghshah Gate, as one of the prominent symbolic elements within the historical
urban fabric of Shiraz, has been referenced in numerous textual and visual historical
sources. However, due to the physical destruction of the structure, the lack of tangible
field evidence, and ambiguities in the historical records, its precise location remains
uncertain. This research aims to identify and reinterpret the spatial position of this gate
within the historical and contemporary urban context of Shiraz, thereby reconstructing
a lost component of the city’s spatial memory. The study employs a qualitative
methodology, integrating interdisciplinary approaches such as documentary analysis,
historical semiotics, intertextual reading, and spatial correlation. Data were collected
from diverse sources, including travelogues, historical maps, archival photographs, and
descriptive texts. Through comparative and content-based analysis of these sources,
organized around shared temporal axes and overlapping spatial themes, the study seeks
to discern recurring patterns, semantic discontinuities, and zones of interpretative
ambiguity to arrive at an evidence-based localization of the gate. Findings reveal
that Dehnadi Street lay outside the historic city walls, and the approximate position
of Baghshah Gate was located between Dehnadi Street and the Municipality Square.
Moreover, the georeferenced analysis of the 1923 map (1302 AH Solar Hijri) revealed
inconsistencies between the gate’s mapped location and its placement as inferred from
visual documentation. This discrepancy underscores the greater reliability of archival
imagery over the hand-drawn, low-precision cartography of that era. Based on these
comparative analyses, a revised version of the 1923 map has been produced, offering a
more accurate, evidence-based representation of the gate’s surroundings. By recovering
the spatial identity of a lost architectural element in Shiraz’s historical landscape,
this research not only reinforces the city’s historical memory but also provides a
documented foundation for future studies on regeneration in historic urban areas and the
reinterpretation of Shiraz’s spatial organization. It further offers insights for informed
policymaking in urban heritage conservation.

Keywords: Baghshah Gate; Historical Shiraz; Spatial Reinterpretation; Historical
Memory; Documentary and Comparative Analysis.




JTAS

Journal of Iranian Architecture Studies

University of Kashan

School of Architecture and Art

2 7 Vol. 27, Spring and Summer 2025
E-ISSN: 2676-5020

Water as an Actor in the Life-World of Khurasanis in the Early Islamic Centuries

Mehrdad Qayyoomi Bidhendi, Roya Tajbakhsh

The Houses of the Historical Fortress of Jandaq: Architectural Characteristics and Dating
Maryam Heydari

Tehran’s Development in Liminal Landscapes: Tavabi‘-i Mahallat in the Dar al-Khilafah-ye Naseri
Zahra Ahari, Mahsa Pourahmad Jaktaji, Fatemeh Hoseini Emami

Factors Affecting Vitality in the Collective Spaces of Mid-rise Residential Complexes, District 22 of
Tehran

Seyedeh Ashraf Sadat, Mohammad Sadegh Taher Tolou Del, Bahram Saleh Sedghpour

A Typological Study of Safavid-Era Housing in Nadushan, Yazd Province

Davood Emami Meybodi, Seyyed Fazlollah Mirdehghan Ashkezari

The Wooden Works of Safar Ali Bidgoli, a Woodcarver Artist of the Late Qajar Period

Mohammad Mashhadi Nushabadi

Investigating the Effect of Air Temperature, Color-correlated Temperature of Light, and Ambient
Light Intensity on Students' Sense of Thermal Comfort in the Library Space.

Karen Fatahi

The Roof Structure of the Apadana Palace at Persepolis: A New Perspective on Achaemenid
Construction Technologies

Mahdi Motamedmanesh

"Geometry" or "The Composite and Truthful Set of Divine Geometries": The Foundation and
Essence of All Forms and Dimensions of Art—Engineering, Architecture, and Their Related
Works—within the Knowledge-Based and Reason-Based Culture of Islam

Mohammad Aliabadi

Examining the Technical Challenges of Low-Carbon Buildings in Iran

Babak Alemi, Akram Bagaei, Faezeh Tafreshi

Exploring the Spatial Position of Baghshah Gate in the Historical and Contemporary Urban Fabric
of Shiraz

Parisa Bahadori, Sahand Lotfi, Mahsa Sholeh, Alireza Sadeghi

A Comparative Analysis of Place Identity Dimensions in Gated and Non-Gated Communities
(Case Study: Residential Developments in Qasemabad District, Mashhad)

Samira Sadat Moshirian Farahi, Bibi Fatemeh Mousavi, Reza Ser-e-Ali, Seyyedeh Fatemeh Mousavinia



