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I The Wooden Works of Safar Ali Bidgoli, a Woodcarver Artist
of the Late Qajar Period

Mohammad Mashhadi Nushabadi

Associate Professor, School of Literature and Foreign Languages, University of Kashan

One of the Qajar-era woodworker-artists from the Kashan region, about whom little
is known, is Safar Ali Bidgoli. This article introduces eight of his woodworking
pieces, some of which had not been previously identified. These works include three
double-leaf wooden doors from the shrines of Shahzadeh Mohammad in Nushabad,
the Jameh Mosque of Abyaneh, and Bibi Shah Zeynab in Yazdel; four pulpits located
in the Chahar-Suq Hosseiniyeh of Aran, Tuydeh Hosseiniyeh in Nushabad, the Jameh
Mosque of Abyaneh, and the Khanqah Hosseiniyeh in Bidgol; and one royal Qur’an
stand (rahl). These works were created over fifty years, from 1267 to 1317 AH
(circa 1850-1900 AD). This study aims to identify Safar Ali’s works and to provide
a preliminary understanding of his life. Therefore, the central questions pursued are:
Who was Safar Ali? What works of his have survived? Moreover, what artistic and
thematic features do these works possess? The research data were primarily collected
through fieldwork and subsequently described and analyzed using historical sources.
Safar Ali is an artist responsible for the most extensive body of woodwork from the
late Qajar period, including some of the last distinguished religious woodcarvings in
the Kashan region. The style of most of his works—an innovative continuation of
his contemporaries’ approach—involved woodcarving geometric patterns centered
on sunburst motifs, interspersed with floral spike designs. His pieces are artistically
significant and, in terms of content, include the names of the artist and donors, dates,
and religious concepts—especially Shia beliefs—expressed through Arabic inscriptions
and Persian poetry. A carved door panel in the Jameh Mosque of Nushabad also remains
as a testament to Mahmoud, the son of Safar Ali, who collaborated with his father on
some woodworking projects.

Keywords: SafarAli Bidgoli, Kashan Region, Woodcarving, Qajar Woodworking,
Qajar Wooden Doors, Qajar Wooden Pulpits.



JTAS

Journal of Iranian Architecture Studies

University of Kashan

School of Architecture and Art

2 7 Vol. 27, Spring and Summer 2025
E-ISSN: 2676-5020

Water as an Actor in the Life-World of Khurasanis in the Early Islamic Centuries

Mehrdad Qayyoomi Bidhendi, Roya Tajbakhsh

The Houses of the Historical Fortress of Jandaq: Architectural Characteristics and Dating
Maryam Heydari

Tehran’s Development in Liminal Landscapes: Tavabi‘-i Mahallat in the Dar al-Khilafah-ye Naseri
Zahra Ahari, Mahsa Pourahmad Jaktaji, Fatemeh Hoseini Emami

Factors Affecting Vitality in the Collective Spaces of Mid-rise Residential Complexes, District 22 of
Tehran

Seyedeh Ashraf Sadat, Mohammad Sadegh Taher Tolou Del, Bahram Saleh Sedghpour

A Typological Study of Safavid-Era Housing in Nadushan, Yazd Province

Davood Emami Meybodi, Seyyed Fazlollah Mirdehghan Ashkezari

The Wooden Works of Safar Ali Bidgoli, a Woodcarver Artist of the Late Qajar Period

Mohammad Mashhadi Nushabadi

Investigating the Effect of Air Temperature, Color-correlated Temperature of Light, and Ambient
Light Intensity on Students' Sense of Thermal Comfort in the Library Space.

Karen Fatahi

The Roof Structure of the Apadana Palace at Persepolis: A New Perspective on Achaemenid
Construction Technologies

Mahdi Motamedmanesh

"Geometry" or "The Composite and Truthful Set of Divine Geometries": The Foundation and
Essence of All Forms and Dimensions of Art—Engineering, Architecture, and Their Related
Works—within the Knowledge-Based and Reason-Based Culture of Islam

Mohammad Aliabadi

Examining the Technical Challenges of Low-Carbon Buildings in Iran

Babak Alemi, Akram Bagaei, Faezeh Tafreshi

Exploring the Spatial Position of Baghshah Gate in the Historical and Contemporary Urban Fabric
of Shiraz

Parisa Bahadori, Sahand Lotfi, Mahsa Sholeh, Alireza Sadeghi

A Comparative Analysis of Place Identity Dimensions in Gated and Non-Gated Communities
(Case Study: Residential Developments in Qasemabad District, Mashhad)

Samira Sadat Moshirian Farahi, Bibi Fatemeh Mousavi, Reza Ser-e-Ali, Seyyedeh Fatemeh Mousavinia



