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B A Typological Study of Safavid-Era Housing in Nadushan,
Yazd Province

Davood Emami Meybodi
PhD Candidate in Architectural and Urban Conservation, School of Conservation and Restoration, Art
University of Isfahan

Seyyed Fazlollah Mirdehghan Ashkezari

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities, Bu-Ali Sina University

Nadushan, located 105 km from Yazd, has a long and rich history. It once lay along
the Silk Road at a key crossroads for caravans. However, due to its distance from
modern routes, its prosperity has declined. During the Safavid period, Nadushan’s
role as a communication hub between Yazd and Isfahan was significantly enhanced.
This prominence is evident in the village’s growth and development, including the
construction of fortifications and the increase in residential buildings. Despite the
diversity of Safavid-era houses in Nadushan, there has been no focused research on
their typology. This article aims to address that gap. The study is based on historical
documents and fieldwork and employs a descriptive-analytical method. It aims to
classify Safavid houses in Nadushan by analyzing shared spatial characteristics and
comparing their formal features. The analysis combines qualitative and quantitative
aspects to arrive at a final typology. The findings reveal that two main types of houses
were prevalent during the Safavid period: the 4-soffeh house and the courtyard house.
The 4-soffeh houses continued the traditional Iranian residential pattern. The most
common Safavid houses in Nadushan are one-sided houses with a three-part layout,
followed by larger lordly houses with a five-part plan.

Keywords: Traditional Houses, Residential Architecture, Safavid Period, Typology,
Nadushan City.
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