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B Qajar Underglazed Tiles in the Mosque and Imamzada of
Murcha-Khurt Castle

Sahar Jahan Sefat
MA. in Islamic Art, University of Kashan.

Mohamad Reza Ghiasian
Associate Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Art, University of Kashan.

The mosque and Imamzada of Murcha-Khurt castle were tiled during the reign of
Fath‘Ali Shah. After the flood of 1956, some of the tiles of both buildings were
destroyed. During the repairs in 1991, almost all the tiles of Imamzada were removed.
Sixty-four pieces of them were installed irregularly on the walls of the iwan, about 250
pieces were kept in storage, and at least 130 pieces were transported to the mosque for
completion of the walls. Their tiles fell, and some were destroyed. Based on the field
study, this article tries to answer questions such as the tiles’ themes, stylistic features,
and identification of patron and tile makers. The importance of this article is not only
in the publication of Imamzada tiles for the first time but also in the fact that some of
them were destroyed after the completion of this research. The findings reveal that the
tiling of the mosque and Imamzada was done in 1232 AH by the patronage of Haji
Sulayman ibn Haji Ibrahim, who may have been the patron of the tiles of the Qajar
iwan of Imamzada Harun Vilayat in Isfahan. Abulhasan ibn Ustad Mahdi Sabbaj
made the mosque tiles, and their painting subject is limited to vegetal and floral motifs.
The Imamzada tiles are the work of his brother Hassan ‘Ali and contain a wide range
of vegetal, human, animal, and architectural motifs. They can be considered as a real
example of popular art.

Keywords: Qajar tiles, Underglazed Tile, Murcha-Khurt, Imamzada Sayyid ‘Ali,
Jami‘ Mosque of Murcha-Khurt.
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