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6. rock Shelters

7. Domestic Habitat

8. Religious and Commemorative Architecture
9. Governmental and Public Buildings
10. Educational and Public Buildings
11. Recreational Architecture

12. Agricultural Architecture

13. Commercial Architecture

14. Industrial Architecture

15. Military Architecture

16. Transport Structures

17. Cave Dwellings

18. Rock Art, Monumental Painting
19. Monumental Sculpture, Dolmens
20. Equipping Historic Buildings

21. Rural Settlements

22. Urban settlements

23. Sacred Sites

24. Cultural Landscapes

25. Troglodyte

26. Mario Parise

27. Varriale

28. Arsite, Monde Souterrain, etc

29. Olivier Huet

30. Patrick Bertholon
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Classification Model

Mahnaz Ashrafi
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The absence of a comprehensive typology for troglodytic heritage highlights the need
for this study. The analysis and investigation of existing categories reveals that they
are often limited and prone to ambiguities and confusion. This study aims to develop a
framework for the thematic classification of troglodytic architecture in Iran, addressing
the importance of classifying troglodytic architecture and the methodology for
establishing a framework for the original function of Iranian troglodytic architecture.
The study methodology involves a survey analysis based on field studies in Iran, as
well as documentary and library sources, including documents concerning world
heritage and existing troglodytic categories in Iran and around the world. Given the
significance and diversity of this architecture in the country and aiming to align with
recognized global literature on this subject, the ICOMOS World Heritage classification
model was selected as the foundation of the proposed framework. The findings of the
study reveal that, given the vast geographical extent and rich history of the country, the
diverse troglodytic works of Iran do not significantly differ from constructed works in
terms of function. Most of these functions can also be observed in troglodytic works.
Investigations conducted on the existing classifications demonstrated that it is necessary
to set up a classification based on the internationally recognized frameworks consistent
with the various types of man-made caves in Iran. Thus, the ICOMOS World Heritage
Classification Model was selected as the basis of the framework in order to integrate
and utilize the recognized global literature. To avoid the scattering and overlap of
subjects and achieve coherence and inclusiveness within the categorization, specific and
significantly overlapping cases were excluded from the model. Finally, a framework for
the function of typological works was developed by following the global terminology
and classifications and analyzing the identified typological examples in Iran.

Keywords: Thematic Framework, Typology, Troglodytic Heritage, Iran.
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