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Abstract

Bl Madrasas of Yazd in the Kakuyid and Atabakan Periods:
Architecture and Function of Religious Schools Based on Historical

Reports and Environmental Evidence

Zatollah Nikzad (corresponding author)
Assistant Professor, Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research Institute (RICHT)

Mojataba Mehr-‘Ali Kord-bacheh
M.A., Iranian Architecture Studies, Shahid Beheshti University

The city of Yazd, previously known as “Kasse,” prospered under the Kakuyid rule in
the region which led to a revival in the development of the city and its subordinate
villages. Historians of that period have mentioned that the madrasa (religious school)
was among the significant types of buildings that were erected during this period. The
Atabakans continued the activities of the Kakuyids; they built many buildings including
madrasas and also developed urban infrastructure. The questions in this research are:
what were the number of madrasas built by the Kakuyids and the Atabakans and where
were they constructed?; what were the physical and functional characteristics of the
madrasas? The purpose of the research is to trace the function of these madrasas and
their architectural features. The historical-analytical research method was employed.
The data was collected based on historical reports and architectural evidence.
The research showed that nine madrasas were established in Yazd during the fifth
to eighth centuries SH by the patronage of the Kakuyid and Atabak rulers or their
relatives. They were built inside the Aisar (fortification; currently the neighborhood of
Sahrestan), while others were built outside of it or connected to the gates. The current
function of these madrasas is mainly funerary and there is no clear evidence left of
their educational legacy. These types of buildings were so important that they were
built with high domes and high portals, sometimes flanked by two minarets, making
them significant elements in the townscape. Although most of the mentioned madrasas
are now destroyed, we can still speculate about the remnants, such as the Qutb-al-
Din Madrasa. They can be regarded as precursors to the madrasas of later centuries,
especially those of the Muzaffarid and Timurid periods.

Keywords: madrasa, architectural analysis, Kakuyids, Atabakans, Yazd
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