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Homes are the physical expression of the “way of life.” Family dynamics, the role of
women, and social relationships are among the most significant social attributes that
influence house layouts. The “women’s way of life” is especially remarkable, defining
privacy and areas of the private and social life of women. Societies describe their private
and social living areas depending on socio-cultural factors and values. This research aims
to study the relationship between the way of life of women and the design of private and
social domains in the houses of Khorram-abad during the Qajar period. The qualitative
research approach and historical ethnography method were employed. Documentary
methods, field studies, and interviews were used for data collection. The results show that
the way of life of Lur women has influenced the layout of private and social domains of
houses, highlighting the social domain in the architectural design of the historic houses of
Khorram-abad during the Qajar period. Some areas of private life were less intimate and
thus can be categorized as semi-private areas. Furthermore, some semi-private areas can
be categorized as social living areas. In other words, women had created extended areas
of private, semi-private, and social life by sharing some of their private and semi-private
spaces with neighbors. In some cases, private areas served not only as female seclusion
spaces but also as a setting for establishing family and social relationships.

Keywords: women’s way of life, spatial domains, private life, social life, historical
houses of Khorram-abad, Qajar period
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