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Seh-Gonbad tomb tower is a Seljuq monument in Iran that despite its peculiar features
has received little scholarly attention. Geometric decorations, Kufic inscriptions,
along other architectural features have made this tower one of the significant funerary
examples of sixth-century architecture. While the rich decorations and inscriptions of this
building have been studied earlier, there is little information regarding its architectural
characteristics. Given that some of the architectural elements of tomb towers such as
this have changed over the years due to neglect, the question in this research is: What
were the architectural characteristics of the exterior dome of this tomb tower? The aim
of this paper is to investigate the physical structure of the Seh-Gonbad, focusing on
its formal, geometric, and proportional features in order to reconstruct the destroyed
part of the building (the dome). Field and library research were used in this paper as
well as a comparative analysis with contemporaneous and similar examples. Through
comparative analysis with other tomb towers in the region, the research sheds new light
on the geometric proportions of the Seh-Gonbad which introduces a novel geometric
system in these monuments and their exterior features. Finally, it is concluded that based
on physical transformations in the Seh-Gonbad tower over time and its architectural and
geometric similarities with parallel examples, this building had an external dome in the
past, most likely conical or pyramidal in shape.

Keywords: Seh-Gonbad, tomb tower, Seljuq, dome, reconstruction



JIAS

Journal of Iranian Architecture Studies

University of Kashan

School of Architecture and Art
Vol. 23, Spring and Summer 2023
E-ISSN: 2676-5020

Patterns of Spatial Relationships in the Caravanserais of the Historical Route from Jorjan to
Nishapur Using Space Syntax

Pardis Zanjirian, Elham Andaroodi, Mohammad-Hassan Talebian

A Comparative Analysis of User-Behavior Environmental Characteristics and Space Syntax
Components in a Residential Neighborhood with an Organic Context: Chizar

Nasr Eslami Mojaveri, Hamid-Reza Ansari, Ali-Reza ‘Eini-far

Typology of Mosques Built in Tabriz and Baku during the Qajar Period

Shahnaz Farmani, Gholam-Hossein Me‘marian

Unveiling Achaemenid Logisticss: Investigating Methods of Construction Materials Transport at
Persepolis

Mahdi Mo‘tamed-manesh, Maryam Kooravand, Zahra Shirzad-nia, Khosro Danesh-joo

The Approach of Advisory Bodies to Evaluating Iran’s World Heritage Nomination Dossiers
Mohammad-Reza Mahmoodi Qouzhdi, Mohammad-Hassan Talebian

Reconstruction of the Dome of Seh-Gonbad Tomb Tower in Urmia Based on Architectural
Documents

Mozaffar ‘Abbas-zadeh, Leila Danesh

Patterns and Constituent Elements of the khavun-chinis of Shushtar

Ali Zangeneh, Mostafa Mas‘oudi-nezhad, Amin-ollah Ahadi‘

Seasonal Settlement System and Architecture of the Agro-Pastoralist Communities of Southern
Fars in Late Antiquity

Mohsen Javeri, Behrooz Aqaie Koohi

Spatial Organization and Way of Life in Ilam’s Courtyard Houses (1350-1390 SH)

Sara Morad-beigi, Sara Jalalian, Omid Dezhdar

Comparative Study of Infill Design Approaches in Historical Urban Contexts

Ilgar Ardabilchi, Sa‘eed Haghir , Hamed Mazaherian , Sa‘eid Khaghani

The Relationship of Authenticity and Integrity in Architectural Heritage Restoration

Pirouz Hanachi, Mohammad-Hasan Khadem-zadeh, Haniyeh Farahani

Qualitative and Typological Study of One-Way Windcatchers in Eastern Iran

Case Study: Khousf City and Khour Village in South Khorasan

Mansoureh Dor-mohammadi, Mansoureh Tahbaz, Azin Farahani Velashjerdi



