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B Kerman Jame‘ Mosques: Urban and Historical Status

Zatollah Nikzad

Instructor, Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization

Jame‘ mosques were one of the most important institutions in Iranian cities. Their
functions changed along with historical developments of the city. It is expected to
have been the same in Kerman. The Mozaffari Jame® Mosque was constructed in the
eighth century AH and is well known today. This building is located in the eastern part
of the old city, holding in it Friday prayers since its foundation date. There is no clear
information about the mosque before the current century. The purpose of this study is
to investigate the background and position of Jame® mosques in Kerman in relation
to architecture and city in different periods. The research pursues the following
question: what was the background of the Jame* mosque institution in Kerman and
what was its position in the city? Since the subject of this research is about the past
and it describes and analyzes historical data and searches for related evidence, the
historical-interpretive method is used. Although the post-Islamic history of Kerman
has been written in historical sources such as local histories, little is available about
Jame* mosques in the city. The result of this research shows that four Jame® mosques
were built in Kerman in the period between the first to the mid-eighth century AH:
Nokhostin Jame* Mosque, Malek Jame® Mosque, Darb-e-No Jame* Mosque, and
Mozaffari Jame® Mosque. These buildings did not function simultaneously, as each
new mosque replaced the older one. In terms of location, each of the mosques was
built in a new district of the city, and not in place of older ones.

Keywords: Kerman (Bardsir), Malek Jame® Mosque, Darb-e-No Jame‘ Mosque,
Mozaffari Jame‘ Mosque
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