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B Spatial Configuration and Physical Pattern of Qajar Houses
in Natanz

Mohsen Javeri
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Art, University of Kashan
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Professor, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran

Seyyedeh Sara Mohammadi
Ph.D., Islamic Archaeology, University of Tehran

Research results on the historical context of Iranian cities show that climate and culture
are two key factors that have influenced the structure, formation, and development of
human settlements. There are several traditional houses in the city of Natanz that date
back to the Qajar and early Pahlavi periods. These houses which have distinct functional
elements and a complex configuration compared to other residential buildings have
created a cultural identity in the historical context of the city. For this, their spatial
configuration and physical patterns are the subjects of this study. This article intends to
introduce the historical houses of Natanz, their constituent elements, and spatial features
by understanding the principles and cultural values governing residential architecture to
determine the reasons behind their architectural configuration. This study is done using
the historical approach and the descriptive-analytical method, and the architectural
data was documented based on a collection of library resources and field studies. To
achieve the goal, ten historical houses in the Qasbeh and Afoshteh neighborhoods from
the Qajar period were chosen and their physical elements were surveyed. The results of
the research indicate the logical coordination between the spatial compositions of the
studied historical houses with the type of climate in the region. In general, the different
orientation of buildings and the difference in the physical configuration of houses with
regard to the courtyard axis (coordinating and connecting the other elements of the
building) is a thought-provoking pattern in the city of Natanz.

Keywords: Natanz, historical houses, architectural structure, Qasbeh, Afoshteh
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