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But the main point of the semiological triangle is that there are simply
relarions between language, thought and reality. Onc area does not determine
the other, except in rare cases, and all one can really claim with conviction is
that there are simply connections, or correlations.® Unfortunately more is
claimed, much more. In fact the behaviourists hold that reality determines both
thought and language and the Whorfians that language determines the other two,
whereas the Renaissance Platonists claimed that thought is determinant. Each
semiologist points the arrows in the direction he believes in, but, as the diagram
shows, the relations are always two-way and ncver absolute.

A moment’s reflection on the history of architecture will clicit the relative
autonomy of onec area from another. Gothic form, for example, cvolved and
changed over two hundred yeais without the conrent drastically altering, ‘Then
the Renaissance reinterpreted the content of Gothic—calling it barbaric, ugly,
irrational—without changing either the form or the objects. Or, in our own age,
the correlations have undergone an equally radical inversion, For instance the
Pop theorists and artists decided to change the pre-existing relation between
form and content, calling all the previous detritus and trivia significant and
vice versa. In any new movement, by definition, the pre-existing relations have
to be destroyed and also, by definition, the older generation annoyed (even

strikes me as a brillinnt construction, in the
way it accommodates and explains so many
historical positions so clearly. And [
know af o observar previous 1o Jeneks,
who has scen the three corners of the tri-
angle as having cqual weight,

:
< BAIRD: The ‘semiological rriangle’ })
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BAIRD: It need not even be ‘invenred’;
all it has o do iz get noticed.

BAIRD: I don't agree about the efficacy
of these ‘explicit decisions”, Meanings are
not 'voted down', or controlled by elites
(Barthes is wrong about that, 1 feel, even
for the elite world of haute couture), The
only way meanings dissolve is through
atropliy, across a whele social touwlity.

>

This is perhaps the most fundamenral idea of semiology and meaning in
architecture: the idea that any form in the environment, or sign in langnage,
is motivated, or capable of being motivated. It helps to explain why all of a
sudden forms come alive or fall into bits. For it contends that, although & form
may be initially arbitrary or non-motivated as Saussure points out,' its subse-
quent use is motivated or based on some determinants, Or we can take a slightly
different point of view and say that the minute a new form is invented it will
acquire, tmeorzably, a meaning, “This semantization is inevitable; as soon as
there is a society, every usage is converted into a sign of itself the use of 2
raincoat is to give protection from the rain, but this cannot be dissociated from
the very signs of an atmospheric situation”.* Or to be more cxact, the usc of a
reincoat can be dissaciated from its shared meanings if we avoid its social use

B or explicitly decide to deny it further meaning.

It is this conscious denial of connotations which has had an interesting
histery with the avant-garde. Annoyed ecither by the glib reduction of their
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work to its social meanings or the contamination of the strange by an old

language, they have insisted on- the intractability of the new and confusing.

‘Our League of Nations symbolizes nothing' said the architect Hannes Meyer,

all too weary of the creation of buildings around past metaphors. ‘My poem

means nothing; it just is. My painting is meaningless. Against Interpretation:

The Literature of Silence. Entirely radical.’ Most of these statements are = o .

objecting to the ‘incvitable semantization’ which is trite, which is coarse, 4 BROALBENT:: BcegisdStravinskystal
: 3 = = N e consider that music is, by its very nature,

which is too anthropomorphic or old. Some arc simply nihilistic and based on powerless to express anything at all, whether

the belief that any meaning which may be applied is spurious; it denies the a feeling, an attitude of mind, a psycho-

fundamental absurdity of human existence. In any case, on one level, all these  logical mood, a phenomenon of mature,

statements are paradoxical. In their denial of meaning, they create it. This may % - - - An Autobiography, 1936.

account for the relative popularity among the avant-garde of the Cretan Liar

Paradox, the Cretan who says ‘All Cretans are Jiars’, It seems as if the state-

ment is true, then it is false; if false then true. A very enjoyable situation, to

some the essence of life. Yet by expanding the statement and avoiding its self

reference the paradox can be avoided. Thus Hannes Meyer's statement might

read: ‘Our League of Nations symbolizes something, and that somcthing is

nothing’, 1 say might read, because it is quite apparent from the context in

which he made the remark that he meant that his building symbolized not all
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Villa Garches, Vaucresson, France, 1927. Villa Foscari, Malcontenta, Italy, 1558.
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National Assembly Building, Taj Mahal, Tomb of Mumtaz
Capitol Complex at Dacca, Mabhal, wife of Shah Jahan,
Bangladesh. Agra, India.
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