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B New Findings regarding the Portal of the Jami‘ Mosque of
Bam after the 2003 Earthquake

‘Issa Esfanjary Kenari
Assistant Professor, School of Conservation and Restoration, Art University of Isfahan

Amir-Hossein Karimi

Assistant Professor, School of Conservation and Restoration, Art University of Isfahan

Nasrin Pour-‘Eidivand
M.A. Restoration, Art University of Isfahan

The Jami‘ Mosque of Bam has gone through a long process of transformations in-
cluding restoration, reconstruction, and renovation. Much of these works were hidden
inside the physical form until the earthquake of 2003 uncovered important structures,
among them, the original portal and the flanking twin minarets. These findings ques-
tion the previously accepted timeline for the mosque and pose new questions that
had not been discussed previously. The objective of this paper is to introduce the orig-
inal form of the portal and locating its modifications on the timeline of the mosque
according to a descriptive-analytical method. On the basis of remaining evidence such
as architectural remnants, mudbrick sizes, the height of imposts, the thickness of the
flanking pillars, and the diameter of the minarets’ shafts, the entrance portal is dated to
the fourteenth century AD, very similar to other Muzaffarid and Timurid portals that are
high and lofty.

Keywords: Arg-e Bam, jami‘ mosque, historical evolution, portal, minaret
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