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Rethinking the Concepts and Functions of Gunbad-i Qabus

Ja‘far Taheri
Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad.

Abdul Majid Nourtaghani

Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Golestan University.

This study aims to investigate the origins, concepts, and symbolic and formal functions
of the Gunbad-i Qabus tomb-tower based on interpretation of its inscription. This
hermeneutic analysis addresses the historical context of the building formation,
rethinking the concepts presented in its ten-piece inscription using philological
methods, and compares it with the inscriptions of some other tomb-towers of Iran.
Findings show that after the fall of Samanid dynasty, Qabus b. Voshmgir erected the
symbol (tower) of his authority and charter of governance on the road from Gurgan to
Khurasan to show off his power and ensure his sovereignty against powerful enemies
like the Buyids. The original intention of Qabus to build the monument beyond its
funerary function was the foundation of an eternal monument glorifying his virtues,
grandeur, and ambitions. In addition, this landmark is a symbol of the consolidation
of Qabus’s power in the political arena, and his perfection and eminence in art and
literature.

Keywords: Gunbad-i Qabus (Dome of Qabus), inscription, lofty castle, Qabus b.
Voshmgir, tomb-tower, Ziyarids.
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